
United States History - Course Statement 

Teacher: 
Mr. Hartong  
Email: ahartong@cpschools.org  
Phone:  (269)467-5210 Ex. 21202 
Room: 202 

Course Description: 

Credit Information: 

U.S. History is a one credit, required course at Centreville High School. 

Course Overview: 

U.S. History surveys American history from pre-colonization to the present. We start with a brief overview of the 
first part of American history then we’ll focus on: The Development of the Industrial United States (1870-1900), the 
Emergence of Modern America (1890-1930), The Great Depression and World War II (1929-1945), Post-War United States 
(1945-1970) and contemporary United States (1968-present). We will explore the economic, social, geographic and political 
aspects of each era.We will stay grounded by consistently asking three questions: 

▪ What happened? 
▪ Why did it happen? 
▪ How does it impact me today? 

 
Purpose: 

The purpose of U.S. History is to increase our knowledge of the United States’ development as an 
industrial and democratic power, and to enhance our skills at processing and evaluating information. This 
combination of knowledge and skills will equip Centreville U.S. students to understand our present and work 
toward positive changes for the future. 

Grading: 

I want to see you succeed at a high level and will work very hard to help you.  I also believe that 
everyone learns differently and at different rates, students benefit by making mistakes along the way, but 
EVERYONE is capable of meeting our learning goals at some level of mastery this year.  To that end, we will 
complete units with multiple opportunities to show new learning and growth (think: quizzes and tests and essays) 
with grades being based on an accurate determination of your level of performance, with several ways to go back 
and learn things you don’t get at first.  Your final semester grade will be based 20% on the exam and 80% on 
work from the course.  Assignment grades will be based on a 4 point scale of standards based grading with 80% 
of your grade being based on summative assessments and 20% on formative assessments. 

Classroom Expectations: 

▪ Bulldog P.R.I.D.E. is the standard that you will be held to!  I expect you to be Productive, show Resilience, be 
Intentional, have personal Discipline, and stay Engaged as we move through the semester. 

▪ Come prepared with all materials ready. 
▪ Participate in discussion, especially if it is just to ask a question. 
▪ Complete work on time. 
▪ Treat everyone in class, the room and facilities and your teacher (s) with respect. 
▪ Complete your own work and cite it properly.  

o Academic dishonesty (cheating) will result in a referral and the assignment will be redone. 
Textbook: 

Our primary textbook will be The American Vision from Glencoe. We will also have a variety of readings from 
primary and secondary sources throughout the course. 
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Mr. Hartong’s Classroom Rules and Expectations 

1. ALL SCHOOL POLICIES WILL BE FOLLOWED AND ENFORCED. 
2. Be on time.  

▪ School policies on tardiness/absences/unexcused absences will be strictly enforced. 
3. Be respectful to  

▪ All persons in authority  
▪ Each other  
▪ Yourself 

4. Be prepared  
▪ Bring all materials to class every day including books, paper, pencil or pen.  

5. Be responsible  
▪ Complete all assignments and any makeup work.  
▪ All makeup work from absences must be made up within one week after you return to 

school, including any missed tests or quizzes. Anything not made up will be a zero. If 
you miss a test, it is YOUR responsibility to see me about making it up.  

▪ Any paper, books, etc. must be picked up off the floor and everyone seated before the 
class will be dismissed. 

6. No beverages except water will be allowed in class. 
7. No suckers, candy or other food will be allowed in class unless for a special occasion. 
8. Hats and coats will not be allowed in class.  
9. Unacceptable behavior will not be tolerated.  

▪ It is a high school class and any immature behavior will be met with consequences 
according to the school handbook. 

10. Do not touch anything on my desk, counter, etc. without permission. 
11. Do not open the window or adjust the shade without permission. 
12. No cell phones or other personal devices will be allowed in class unless I have given specific 

permission.  The handbook will be followed for all p.d. violations. 
 

 

 

 

 


